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Trip Report

Birding Georgiatrip
A sevenday birding in Georgia
From20" to 26" of May 2024

Photo: Josip Turkal

Great Rosefinch(Carpodacus rubicil)a



(‘ Alectoris Birding
ALECTORIS www.croatiabirding.hr

i{)) BIRDING contact@croatiabirding.com

SUMMARY

Sunday, May 19": Before Day 1 of our birding tripsome of the guestswere alreadyin Thilisi, so Nika and

Josip decided to take them with us for the predeparture birding! We pickeg the guests close to city

center and headed straight taKumisi Lake and Zemo Teleti HWe wanted to check out a few locations

before the trip starts, to see where we could find few targets and confirm one nest&fib A 06 O ., OOEA
just to make it easier on the last day of the tour when we were actually planning to tip@re anyways! Of

course, we found the Nuthatch, but not onlythat -we found a few more species that would just add to the

tally the last day!

Photo: Josip Turkalj

Kriper's Nuthatch(Sitta krueper)

After the airport pickup of some of the guests, and after the introduction dinner, we made plans DAY 1
of our trip, and went straightto the hotel, excited and eager to start our trighe next morning.

Monday, May 20"": The day started earlyafter our guests had a chance to have some rest from their flight,
and as we were packingur things, we already started birding. First bird we spotted was a femaBarred
Warbler that was nice enough to hop into the treebove the @r and started to call. A few moments later,
we saw a lowflying Black Kiteheading north, and weirdly enough, wé\ E AT 8 ény ditér hét during our
tour. The weather was great (for the most part) for birding; however, it was not too good for migratirend
flying raptors. As we were leaving our hotelgyrian Woodpeckerwished us good luck, andjuess what?
Good luck we had!

On Day 1, wéeadedto Kazbegi, Stepantsminda, where we had our accommodation for the next several
days. We had a fevgtops between Thilisi and Kazbegvith the first one being the Zhinvali Reservoir, next
to Ananuri Fortress Complex, where we stopped to find several forest speciesgets for our tour. As we
left our car, we spotted a Caucasian subspecies of the m&lemmon Redstart (Ehrenberg's)in the tree
next to the road, andit was moving around to the nearby powerlines and fences, giving us clear views of
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the white wing patch, distinctive of the subspecies. Walking into the forest, filSurasian Blackcagvas seen
and heard singing, as well as ldawfinch, both seen in the Walnut tree canopyGreat, Blue and Coal Titall

of them were quite visible and heard well, as well &urasian Wren one of the smallest birds in Europe, but
with a very powerful voice! Another targt species for the dayGreen Warbler was heard throughout the
forest , basically during the entirety of our walk. In two brief occasions, we even had a chance to observe it,
but not for long, as they tend to be very active and mobile in the canopy. As were leaving the area, we
heard two flycatchers we were looking forRedbreasted Flycatcher a more common sight in Georgia, and
Semicollared Flycatcher a more difficult, high canopy species. Since we had a plan to get to Kazbegi and
do some birding trere as well, we left the Ananuri forest, and decided we will visit the area again on our way
back from Kazbegi.

Ring Ouzel (Caucasiar{)urdus torquatus amicoruirPhoto: Josip Turkalj

As we were driving uplie elevation, we stopped twice, once before and once after Gudauri Panoramic View
and monument. First time, we stopped because of the raptors, as we saw a low flyiregegrine Falcon as
well asLong1egged Buzzard No bird is safe from us, even when (safely) driving! Later, we saw a beautiful
adult maleCaucasian Ring Ouzehnother subspecies specific to Caucasian region, and during that stop, we
saw a few migrating birds, as well as some singing in the pass: grating Willow Warbler and Northern
Wheatear, a quick glace of aVallcreeperwe will look for another day, as well as som@/ater Pipits, Grey
Wagtail and WhinchatsWallcreeper at this location gave us only a short viewing opportunity, but we heard
it sing quite well, however, we were not able to find it ourselves after that.

After getting to Stepantsminda, we left our things at the hotel where wavould be staying for the next two
nights, and after a quick lunch tenergize, we went to the Seduckthorn plains of Stepantsminda in search

of more Caucasian target species. We were lucky enough to have some rain, that was turning into snow in
the higher elevations, driving the higlaltitude species down the slopes so that weould see/heard them
easier. While wiing and searching fobirds, we heard the higkpitched songs ofCaucasian Snowcockand
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we were hoping to see them, but not this time, as they were still high enough not to be seen, onlyride#n
the plains, with a small drizzle we were experiencingnly a few species were actually singing, such as
Common Cuckoand Song Thrushas well adMountain Chiffchaff (Caucasian subspecies), whiahe got a
closeup view off Common Rosefinchand Eurasian Bullfinchwere also cooperative, calling from the Sea
buckthorn, making us think it was some other species that we wanted to seeenmore, butin the end, it
was just the badighting that got us confused.

Photo: Josip Turkalj

Eurasian Bullfinch(Pyrrhula pyrrhul

With the end of the day coming close, and with thoughts af Georgian dinner on our minds, we decided we
will give it another shot and check one more field with Sdaickthorn in the Terek River Valley. Rain was
picking up, still not big enough to cause iggs, but enough to be (slightly) annoyindjowever, that did not
stop us. Getting to Terek River, we spotted our fir&/hite-throated Dipper for the trip, bobbing on the
rocks and hunting for invertebrates in front of us. MalRing Ouzelsvere everywhere, with a fewEurasian
Blackbirdsin the mix as well, and we sure stopped a few times to admire them and take a few photas

we were abol® OT AT A OEA AAUh xA OAEA O1 AG60O EOOO ci Al
AAO AOT 01 Ad AT A xG@dt Rdsdirh ThdreQuverk 3 fermalesFé@ding in the short grass
and we stayed there for quite some time, enjoying the sigland honestly, trying to find a male, just to
improve our day a bit more. After we figured out that this is it for the day, and as the sun was slowly setting,
we headed towards our hotel, excited for the food and even more excited abolRay 2First day,46 species

Tuesday May 21" An early start,evenbefore breakfast, was not an issue, neither for us nor our guests . We
knew what we were looking for, but we had no idea how great of a day we would have. As we were getting
in the car, we had a mixed flock of swallows and martins abovegi8/estern HouseMartin, that was also
nesting on the side of our hotel Eurasian CragMartin, and Barn Swallow. A few everpresent White
Wagtailswere seen on the rooftops, calling and of course, wagging their tails.
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Photo: Josp Turkal

Caucasian Grousf@_yrurus mlokosiewicki

Our first stop was another Se#uckthorn plain of Stepantsminda, where we quickly got distracted by male
Common Rosefinches, forgetting how valuable and important morning hours are to our days. After a quick
reminder (andasession ofstaring atRosefinches)we got to the open field from where we started checking

out the mountain slopes foril 0O AAUO08 QALAGLaD GOBE Mstbdabtiful bird was already

out and lekking, and we counted 8 Caucasian Grouses on the slope, as well as seeing owRiististailed

Rock Thrusth O1 xEEAE xA AEAT 8O0 DPAU O1I1 | OAE AOOAT GEI 1
view at our next one. After only about 40 minutes at the location, we decided that, since it was a bit
crowded qgith photographers and birders all trying to find and see the Grouse, to go for another location

and check the Mt. Kuro slopes. This turned to be one of the best decisions we made during the trip.

Getting there, we were immediately greeted by the Caucasian Snowcock song, soundingf aswas
somewhere real closeRufoustailed Rock Thrush, the one we saw from about a kilometer and a half (about
a mile) away, now was just a few steps awalyirefronted Serin was heard singing, and a few moments
later, we saw them on the fences, singingnd even performing their mating danceBirds of the World says
EO Ade@etatimads may competitively display simultaneously to fensaid in presence of female
displaying male sings with crown and forehead feathers prominently raised, wings dreoplegartly spread
and tail slightly raised, and may swivel body to left and right; also courtskigls female prior to copulatioa.
Now, reading this gives you an idea of how this looks like, almost manakie behavior, but seeing it in
person made us khexcited and definitely overjoyed!
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Photo: Josip Turkalj

Firesfronted Serin (Serinus pusillys

We climbed up to a great viewpoint, and started searching the slopes. First find waseatremely close

male Caucasian Grouse, on a slope just a few hundred meters away (we should have hiked up this day, but
we were so excited that we completely forgot, hereiswhy). As we were scanning the slopes, we had a few
glimpses of Caucasian Snowcdcs flying, as well as female Caucasian Grouses, uptive saw our first
Snowcock on top of a rock, singing! The excitement was very visible, and we were all looking through the
scope and enjoying the great views of the has-find bird. It wasactually quite close,probably about a
kilometer away (still far, but this was manageable).

Aswe moved the scope to find another bird, with maybe a different angle or maybe even more birds in the
same place, we found one Snowcock walking aroundijth feathers al puffed up. As the scope changed
hands,we head OOEA AEOA EO 110 OEAOA AT UIT OAh OEAOA EO A
turned into a roaring excitementz it was aEURASIAN LYNXExtremely elusive cat, it was walking out of a
cavelike rock formation, and was even seen chasing after a Caucasian Snowcbefore the bird flew away,

safe and sound! It was an amazing sight to see, amhe Lynx was walking and resting in the area for over

30 minutes! To make this whole thing even better, asawvere observing the Lynx, we had White-winged
Redstartfly to it and perch on a rock next to the resting Lynx! It was our only observation of this beautiful,
high-altitude bird during this trip, butto seeit in the combination withthe Lynx-we really didnot mind it

at all.
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Still riding the high from everythinghat has happened, before breakfast we decided to go and check the
samelocation we were at the day before, for the Great Rosefinch, as we were feeling quite ludkfter a
few nice views ofRedbacked Shrike, Barred Warbler an@uropean Beeeater that finally decided to give
us a chance to observehemfrom quite close distancenstead of high overflight, in the shade we saw a few
thrush-OEUAA AEOAOh AT A 1Gredt RoséitrheSdi& tind, foud krale& addoige adult
male! Amazing find, birds were feding on the grass, until a stray dog walked next to them, anafter our
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initial fear that it would chase them away, the dog just got them to perch on the Skeackthorns, where we
took some amazing pictures and had a great time observing this amazing bird!

All of this before breakfast!

Photo: Josip Turkalj

Great Rosefinch(Carpodacusubicilla)

After breakfast, we decided thaffirst thing we see is the thing we are going to go after, and luckily, it was
Eurasian Griffon (Griffon Vulture)flying over Gergeti Trinity Church. So, we headed towards Dar@brge

- Gveleti Waterfalls and Lake, where we checked out the Griffon nesting colony. In total, 10 birds were
spotted, both in flight and sitting on the nests. In addition to them, we spotted maleurasian Linnetand a

Rock Bunting as well as manjturasian CragMartins in the gorge.A few new Caucasian subspecies were
OAAT 1T &£ OEA AEOAO x A DudnGhandElrasiabibydvithinany GrianHlying v&rE A O
us, we were paying attention to make sure all of them are actually GriffohsT A’ OOOA AT 1T OCEh (
Z Bearded Vulture(also known as Lammergeier) werélying above us, one an immature bird, anah adult

Z oA L~ s

7A AAAEAAA O1T OOU 100 1 OAE AT A xA EAAAAA O xAOAO
I1TAAGEIT O Z£ETA A 7AI 1 AOAAPAO8 'O xA AOOEOAAR xA
afterwards. However, we found a nice malB8lack Redstart(ssp. phoenicuroides), as well @&ommon Swift,

Redhbilled Choughand Grey Wagtail

With so muchgoing on this day, after lunch we decided to try again for the Sbackthorn plains.Checking

the whole area for aclose upofaWhite ET CAA 2AAOO0AO0OOh xA OEAEAA A AEAx
chance of seeing, likerellow-billed Chough and then, while counting the Chough and figuring out which

ones were Redand which ones were Yellovbilled, we found East Caucasian Tutsigh in the mountains.

We observed them for quite some time, as they were resting, grazing and (play)fighting one another. A
total of (at least) 35 individuals was recordeon the slopes. After this, we were waiting for the rairtp bring

the birds down to the plains. During that time, we drove all the way up to the GeorgiBnssian borderfo
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see ifGolden Eaglewould show up before wehad to leave the area, but no such luck this time. Pansheti
Flats were up nextagreat locationfor the fallout during a rain event, and we got there at perfect time. The
flats were filled with birds, the most numerous beingVater Pipit, Northern Wheatear and Whinchat, but
there were a few more birds around! A small flock dflpine Swifts flew next to us as we were observing
the birds on the ground, and a single femalRufoustailed Rock Thrushtook this opportunity to do some
foraging. Finally, among thdcurasian Linnes$, we saw itz a (Caucasian) TwittHopping on and around the
rocks and low grasses, it was quite interesting to see it and observe the behavior compared to Linnets. With
Twite, we ended the day and headed to our hotel for nice dinner, with so many stories to tell and to get
ready for Day BAt the end ofDay 2, we were ab0 species67 speciedor the trip so far!

Photo: Josip Turkalj

Twite (Caucasian)Linaria flavirostri}

Wednesday May 22 We started the day early in the morning again, before breakfaahd headed straight

to Pansheti Flats, where we wat yesterday. Due to so much excitement and cool species the day before,
all of our cameras died and we had to call it in early, and today, we were on a hunt for, among other things,
Twite we missed out orthe day before. Getting to the flats, we saw our firdkuropean Roller for which we
were all excited about, forgetting that in the next several days it will be just as common as holes on
Georgian roads. From the Sdauckthorn brush, we heard &orn Crake one of those species thaare easy

to hear, but difficult to spot. FirstLesser Gray Stike for the trip was also there, perching on the fences and
from time to time, flying down tocatch some food. Its smaller cousifRedbacked Shrikewas hiding in Sea
buckthorn bushes, with one pair even creating their own pantigut of an earthworm, in front of us. After

a while, we founda small, mixed Linnet/Twite flock and we got some photos of both bird species.

After breakfast, and packing all of our stuff in the car, we checked out some of the locations in
Stepantsminda vicinity for Whitewinged Redstart and any odd species we might have missed, and we
continued again to Kobi village, to try again witkiVallcreeper, and today was our lucky day, we spotted it

OAOGAOAT OEIi A0 AT A OAx EO Al U AxAUA 51 A RBGOEfAGAT Uh
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car, before we found the Wallcreeper, there was anothédearded Vulture an adult bird, that graced &
with its presence and with that one, we started our descend to Dedoplikaro.

Photo: Josip Turkalj

Bearded Vulture(Gypaetus barbatys

Of course, we did not do a fub-hour trip without any stops. We stopped again at Gudauri Panoramic View
(and once just before it) as there was a floatdf 60 Choughs, ~5Redhbilled and 6 Yellow-billed Choughs
After descending some more, we stopped at Zhinvali Reservoir (Ananuri forest) to try and find our
Flycatchers. After a while, we managed to hear tt&emicollared Flycatcher and while following the bird
and where it went, we found a few very activRkedbreasted Flycatchersand we had some great views of
them! There also was onélippolais sp. Warbler(presumably Icterine, but we will never know) that was
just not cooperative enough for us to figure out what it was.

Now, driving several hours without birdi@ AAT CAO A AEO8 EOAEUh A&O xA
window birding! If we saw a cool bird, we stopped for a few minutes before continuing on. After getting to

our accommodation for the next couple of days, we went to Eagle Gorge to quench our thiie birds for

just half an hour or so, before dinnewas served. We were lucky that right next to our accommodation we

had another great speciesl.aughing Dove that we had the pleasure of hearing and seeing. Eagle Gorge
was a really quick stop, but withabout an hour spent there, we found quite a few species, like Eurasian
Griffons andBlack Stork but more on that on Fridayaswe spent more time in the areaDay 3 ended with

75 speciedor the day,91 speciegor the trip!

Thursday, May 23%: This daywas reserved exclusively for Chachuna Managed Resedarge area, about

52 knt, deserved all the time wehad, and it definitely delivered. From the entrance road, we had one, after
another great speciesDuring the ride the day before, we had marnCornand Blackheaded Bunting or so

we thought. During our drive, it seemed as if every single bush or tiead its owner, mostly Blackeaded
Buntings! European Beecaters, that we only sawbriefly in the past few days, now we saw digging holes
nexttoOEA O1T AA AT A OAOOEIT ¢ ET OEA Oi Al 1l KtedddRatkivas AT A |
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absolutely everywhere, as wa€alandra Larkwhose numbers we surely underestimated. We will try and
skip all the stories surrounding these species, andhare we saw them, since they were evgresentduring
this day.

Photo: Josip Turkal

Calandra LarKMelanocorypha calandja

At the very beginning of the entrance road, we spotted a beautifi@iberian Stonechat an adult male,

perched on a wooden poll, waltlng for another opportunlty to catch some foodAnother one of those
OPAAEAO xA 111U OAx 1T1TAAR AT A xA AOA OOGEI1T 110 C
Continuing our road towards the drier areas and plains, on the side of the road, we spotted the nesting
holes of Rock Sparrow and seeral individuals were seen and head singing. At the same pldsabelline
Wheatearwith its fledgling was spotted, along quite a persistenEurasian Hoopoehat was either spying

on us or guiding us down the road, we were not sure. Every so often we sb@sser Gray Shrikesand
Woodchat Shrikesperched on a bush, waiting for the next meal, andobefore we gradually left the more
agricultural area, we spotted a fewsreater Whitethroats, flying in the fields.

As we were heading more south, thbabitat changewas gradual butvisible. We left theGreat Whitethroat,

and we entered theTawny Pipitarea. First harriers were seen, first a femalgestern Marsh Harrier after
which both male and female- T T OA C O & OBoth &f Ghérik ieOspotted quite far away at first but
gradually, they moved closer and closer to us, and at one point flew overhead. Great sights all around! Quite
a few Little Owls were spotted, flying close to their burrows and some seen in front of them. At one point,
we had a flock of mostlyHouse Sparrows which had an imposter among theny one male Spanish
Sparrow!

10 xA xAOA AOEOET ¢ch 11 Achiké&E# EBEAQABAAZEOABAOAQEGEAEUARI
car, to try and find it. Eventually, we found it, as we flushed it by walking on the ridge, after carefully getting
closer to said ridge, and concluded that everything we are seeing is either a large roclsmall grasses.
Well, one of those rocks was a Chukar, only a few steps away, and none of us realized until it was too late.
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Rufoustailed ScrubRobin (Cercotrichas galactotés
Photo: Josip Turkalj

About 3 hours since the start, wavere started to enter a semidesert area. Another flock of Spanish
Sparrows was seen, as well as our firRufoustailed ScrubRobin! As the name sugges, we saw them in
sparse brush, usually at the base of the brush, lgating nesting material and food A Eurasian Jackdaw
flock, of 32 individuals, was feeding on the ground, with a few individuals here and there seen after this
flock. Eurasian Griffon Black Stork Eurasian Kestreand Redfooted Falcon, were all seen flying over and
from the distance, apart fromEastern Imperial Eaglewhich was seen a few times. All of them were adult
birds, apart from one that was a subadult. With less and less grass aogh around,we found a perfect
place to look br Greater Shorttoed Lark and Turkestan Shorttoed Lark. Hiding among theEurasian
Skylarksand Crested Larksit was not an easy task to find the Greater Shdded, and they did not make it
easy by constantly flying from one place to the next, eventugllanding in front of us, allowing uso have
nice views and an easy way to figure out the ID. Turkestan SHoed Lark, however, had some sympathy
for the exhausted birdersasit decided to walk on the dirt road, a few meters in front of the car, withdu
even flying away.

As we were getting closer to Dali Mountain water reserve, we got a few threats at the same plad&élack
&OAT AT T ET h - Al A O &&ddVbeatear, Eadtdrh BliGabeous WalAdEd Rosy Starling all

in one place! Black Frandols were extremely cooperative, and did not really care about our car, plus we
tried our best to be as quiet as possibl&hey were singing from all directions, close and far away, from high
grasses and even wooden polls. AT AOOEA OGO AT A WarAl@Ower@ inot VisiblE, Ok viekel O O
singing their hearts out, and Rosy Starling only stopped o amarixbriefly. Rufoustailed ScrubRobin was

again something that we ended up enjoying more than expected, with a painiirdg a nest few meters to

the sideof the car where we parked! After few minutes of enjoying the relationship dynamics, we moved
away to not stress them out too much.
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Photo: Josip Turkal

Black Francolin(Francolinus francolinys

Finally, when we got to the Dali Mountain water reserve, next to the abandoned buildings there, we found
not one target species of the day, but two! First one was the expectédsser Kestrel as this location is the
one and only breeding site ofhis species in Georgia, but also, among the flying Western Houskrtins
that nested under the bridge there, we found &aker FalconThis rare species is breeding in Georgia, but
in small numbers, and with large territories such as theirs, observations are onlgwa &ach year.

Going toKajiri Sandstone Cliffswve were hoping to find a few rock species. The sun was startiogget high

in the sky and temperatures were getting up there as well, but we did not stof/estern Rock Nuthatch
greeted us from the top of the rock formation, but did not want to stick for to long, always flying away as
soon as we found them with our binoculardn the Tamarix brush, we found a familyf the Eastern Orphean
Warblers, 3 chicks and 1 adult feeding them. Withat, we visited all the locations we had in mind for the
day, but theday was not over yet! We slowly started driving back to our accommodati@dxs we were going
back, we stopped at the location where we found the AT A O O E A O the&irsrtie) dntl kgl next to
aCorn Bunting, there it was, perched on a bush! Itéw around, back and forth, a few times before getting
deeper in the brush but for a decent time we had some amazing views of it. While we were checking out
the warbler, a beautiful mald_evant Sparrowhawk&l Ax T OAOEAAAh AT A xA AEAT §C
the view. But we knew we had more days ahead of us. And just as we continued further, towand hotel,

we saw an odd sight anlIsabelline Wheatearflying down from a roof, and looking agitated on the ground.
We quickly realized what we were seeinga Blunt-nosed Vipermoving through the short grass, on a hunt!
Just before ending the day, and just as we were getting into Dedojptikaro, we saw a huge bird on the side
of the road. Immediately, we knew it was an eagle, and after we checked it out, we realized that it was an
adult Lesser Spotted EagleWhat a way to end the daywith 131 species for the trip, and amazif§ species

for the day!
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Photo: Josip Turkalj

Menetries's Warbler (Curruca mystacea

Blunt-nosed Viperand Isabelline Wheatear(Macrovipera lebetinu& Oenanthe isabellinePhoto: Josip
Turkalj

Friday, May 24": We darted the day, unlike some others, with aice breakfast, to have enough energy for
the day ahead of usFirst thing in the morning, we revisited the Eagle Gorge, hoping we will have more
luck with the raptors andwe sure did!'Booted Eaglein courtship flight, Black Storkand Eurasian Griffonon
the nest with the chicksesser Spotted Eagldlying overhead, as well agurasian Goshawk and Eurasian
Sparrowhawk. It was a good morning for raptor watching, but as the weather showed rain and showers,
we were getting worried about missing out on a fewaptor species anchow we might need to rearrange
the itinerary for the next couple of days. Apart from the raptors, we had a few new species for the ip
Long-tailed Tit, Rock Buntingin an amazing light and just a few steps awgglue Rock Thruskand we heard
aEurasian Scops Owthat was singing during the day, which was interesting for everyone!
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O( AUh x ERo$y StarkngsO® A A 1 a®dhe df the questions we got during the ride to Udabno,
where we were staying for the next two nights. Th answer was clear but the proof came only a couple of
minutes later, when westumbled onMulberry trees with many, many fruits on them. Aboutlaundred Rosy
Starlings were hoppingn the trees and on the ground, picking the berries and gulping them dowm &n
eating frenzy. To add to this beautiful sight, we saw@ommon Cuckogfor the first time during the trip, as

it was flying to the tree canopy and singing, quite visible to uSalt lakegust before Udabnowere not as
fruitful as we hoped, most likey because of the rain. However, rain did not stop us from finding something
cool, in this caseCommon Quai) that gave us an amazing view while poking its head out of the grass, just

Photo: Josip Turkalj

Rosy Starling(Pastor roseups

After having some rest and grabbing lunch, we continued our birding, and we visii2avidGarejimonastery

complex, looking for the raptors. The David Gareji Monastery Complex, located in the Kakheti region of
eastern Georgia, is a significant historical and cultural landmark. Founded in the 6th century by St. David
Garejj the complex consists of numerous cells, churches, chapels, refectorigsd living quarters carved

into the rock face.Other than this stunning piece of history, the birds were nice too! We found (this time

very cooperative) Western Rock Nuthatch an adult and a fledglingsinging from the rocks and bringing

food to the chickevery minute or so. In the brush, &reen Warblerwas hopping in the rain and going from

branch to branch, quite a few times in the open. On the Monastery walls, an adult m&alE T OAES8 O 7 E A/
was trying to keep itself dry, but the drizzle was not helping. We all ended aifpit wet, but the birds were

better than what we expected during the rain!
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Photo: Josip Turkalj

Finsch's Wheatea(Oenanthe finschyji

Going to Jandari lake, we werpassing next to theGeorgiaAzerbaijani border, and we had some fun with

it! Besides that, in Chachuna anthis day, going through these steppes, we encountered several
transhumance shepherds. finshumance is a deeply rooted tradition that plays a crucialle in the
agricultural and cultural life of the country. This practice involves the seasonal movement of livestock,
primarily sheep and cattle, between highland and lowland pastures. During the summer months, herds are
driven to the cooler, lush mountainmeadows, known for their rich biodiversity and ample grazing
opportunities. As winter approaches, the livestock are brought back down to the milder, lowland areas to
avoid the harsh mountain climateThe road was scenic, with manyeedle Grassesa true $eppe plant.

Jandari marshes and pasture proved to be a good place to visit, because the birds were just spectacular.
Raptors were a plenty, light morphBooted Eagle Western Marsh Harrier, Imperial Eagleand, finally, an
adult SteppeEaglewere all seen in the area. Steppe Eagle was mobbedtyrasian Magpiesand fled the
area quite quickly. Over the marshes, our first terns for the trip were flying aforaging, both White-
winged and Whiskered Terrs! In addition to the terns, there was one more bird (and later 3 more showed
up) that at the beginning looked quite tern like, but it was so much better (in our subjective opinian)
Collared Pratincolé It was flying around us, landing in the marsh a fetimes, just to take off flying only
minutes later! Following theroad, we were on,there were more beautiful bird sightings we hag a pair of
Penduline Titssinging and almost trying to scare us away, loud and persiste@Great Reed Warblerand
several seretive Common Nightingales A largeRook flock foraged the meadow, along withWhite Stork,
and aCommon Kingfisherwhich flew in front of us, presumably into the nesting burrow, only giving us a
quick glance ofthe beautiful colors With that, we headed lack to our hotel in Udabno, but not before
stopping on the side of the road because we sasomething moving in the bottom of a brush- Libyan Jird
Another great day, clocking ir80 speciedor the day, and148 specie$or the trip so far!
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Photo: Josip Turkalj

Libyan Jird(Meriones libycus

Saturday, May 5": The day startedwith a flock of Rosy Starlings feeding on a Mulberorchid across the

road from our hotel. We were all having breakfast, birds and birders alike! After a nice breakfast, we were
going the same road as the day before to get to Jandari lake. With a nice discussion on mud roads in Georgia,
should Calandra Lak be considered a dirt bird or not, and if we can ever get enough Béropean Rollers

we got to Jandari lake. A huge mixed flock of Swifts and Swallows was flying overAigew species stood

out at the lake, Squacco Herondoraging at the shore,Gulkbilled Ternsthat were a nice surprise, and
severalArmenian Gulls

As we were leaving the area, we ended up stopping Rustavi industrial areawhere we spotted a few
Blackwinged Stilts and oneWood Sandpiper We checked evey pond in the area to find more waders, but
we were out of luck this time. However, Ponichala Reserve was dastination for the day, and we headed
that way, eager to find some forest birds! Immediately after entering the Reserve, we had a paigfian
Woodpeckers probably in a middle of a scuffldyut they were not the only ones thereln total, we had at
least 2 different pairs of Syrian Woodpeckers, on several different locations in the Reserve. Just after
spotting Syrian, we had a callingcurasianGreen Woodpecker agitated after flying away fromLevant
Sparrowhawk! One of these two, we were expecting to see better than the other, and it was not what we
thought z after leaving the dense forest at the entrancd,evant Sparrowhawkwas seen quite nicel! We
saw the courtship flight, as well as the male being agitated Byrasian Jayor intruding on their territory.
They were clearl\in the process of nest building, and were very cooperativéle hada Black Woodpecker

in flight a few times above usand after teasing us with landing somewhere we can see it propegli finally
chose a dead branch at theop of a canopy!We had a geat view of the bird, to the joy of all of our guests!
However, we had to cut the time around the area a bit short togaas one of our guests started having
OiTiT A AAAE DOl Al Ai 6h AT A OET AA xA AEAT &we wikobitiue O
the rest of the trip mostly ascar birding, with some light walks.
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Photo: Josip Turkalj

Levant Sparrowhawk(Accipiter brevipep

It was not raining too strong, but enough water came down from the sky tmirn Georgian dirt roadsnto

i OA Oi AAG8s 'TEITC O +OIiEOE | AEA OOOT AA ETOT A 1T AO
Our amazingguests foundthe rally like car movements fun and entertaining, so it must not have been as

bad! However, even then,Kumisi lake did not disappointA nice family ofRuddy Shelduckvas swimming

01 A Oi Al 1 OI AE WithO3teatiClestell EEarddhd Lidld Grébé swiddihg around. Finally,

a muddy shore wagreat for some wader actionCommon Ring Ploveand Green Sandpipemwere enjoying

another drizzle, and were not scared by our presend@uff was trying to hide behind a con@te pole, but

nothing escapes ouscopelLitle TemsOOEAA O OEAOA OEA OI AEU OEOI Al A¢
AAAEAAA OE A O&Rack $phrowsvereididyidder ghe bridge, in their nest cavities, and one
Long-eared Owlfamily was trying to keep away from the rain, unsuccessfully. This ended our day, as the

rain started to pick up even more, and we wanted our guests to have a bit more resattidlay. With85
speciesfor the day, and with174 speciefor the trip, we were happy with whatwe had!

Ruddy ShelducK Tadorna ferruginep Photo: Josip Turkalj
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Saturday, May Z5": Our last day, a bitteisweet moment. We had a few targets today, but decided that since

we were doing quite hardcore birding in the past few days, weould take it easy today, only checking a

few locations, and leave our guests to have a nice afternoon o pack and get ready for their flights home

(and to start going through all the pictures taken on this trip!)That being said, oufirst destination of the

day was to go from Thilisi t&Zemo Teleti HillWhile we hadKriper's Nuthatchon our pretour birding day,

not everyonewas there with us so this time we went there all together andle sawit quite nicely, around

the nest cavity feeding the chicks. Parents were visiting teavityA OAOU [ ET OOA T O O h Ol
wait too long until the birds came around! On the ride to the hills, we foundvdood Lark and we both saw

OEA AEOAO Aifudulut DAA ODE K AOI, @ A OE 1 cpukédtBah climbédiaAdek nexfito E A A
the road and was justesting there, paying usio mind at all!

The original plan for the day was to go to Kumisi lake, but due to the rain in the past few days, we decided
against that, as the roads were still not dry and, while our car was a 4x4, we could still get stuck in the muck.
We decided thatthe easiest thing to do would be to try and find the missing vultures and eagles, and one
extra warbler speciesAt the fields northwest of Kumisi lake, we went to find Marsh Warblers, where we

had them a weelearlier. In the thistles, with manyCornand Blackheaded Buntingsand a fewGreenfinches

and Goldfinches,we found our Marsh Warblers At the beginning, they were only seen flying low in the

Wild Mustard, not getting out in the open, but after a few minutethey hopped on the top of the thistle!

Lastly, we went toa smalltown near Thilisiknown for being a vulture gathering placgin ahope to find our

O1 E O Gittlir€s6As soon as we arrived, we found Hyyptian Vultures two of which were juvenile, 4
Eurasian Griffons an adultWhite-tailed Eagleand, as our final bird for the trip, we had a beautif@inereous

Vulture soaring abovethe road and all other vultures7 A AT O1 AT 8 O W& b en@ihebirding AAOO.
trip. After our end-of-the-trip lunch and leaving our guests at the hotel, we had a total @80 bird species
recorded during the trip, (+2 more if we countEurasian Hobly and Spotted Flycatcherfrom the pre-trip

birding day),48 speciedor the last day of birding!

Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) Photo: Josip Turkalj
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